
 

 

First Presbyterian Church 

Haddonfield 

 

Lenten Devotional 2023 

 

 
 

 
 

 

20 Kings Highway E, Haddonfield, NJ 08033 • www.haddonfieldpres.org • (856) 429-1960 

 

 

http://www.haddonfieldpres.org/
http://www.haddonfieldpres.org/


 

FOREWORD 
 

Many thanks to the contributors who have provided thoughtful advice, justice-seeking prodding, and 

welcome solace for the contemplative weeks of Lent in these pages. This is a community that cares 

deeply about each other, its place in the world, and its relationship to God. There is nothing fancy 

here—just discernment and love, qualities that in the best of times define First Presbyterian Church of 

Haddonfield. We are blessed. Anne Vial, editor 

 
 

 

 

DEVOTIONS 
 

 

2/22 – ASH WEDNESDAY 

Rita Brown, Elder and Chair of Justice and Advocacy Committee 

Scripture: Isaiah 58: 1-12 (excerpts from 1,6,7,9) 

 
1 Shout out, do not hold back! Lift up your voice like a trumpet! 
6 Is this not the fast that I choose: 

     to loose the bonds of injustice, 

     to undo the thongs of the yoke, 

     to let the oppressed go free, 

     and to break every yoke?  
7Is it not to share your bread with the hungry,  

     and bring the homeless poor into your house;  

     when you see the naked, to cover them, 

     and not to hide yourself from your own kin?  
9Then you shall call, and the Lord will answer; 

      you shall cry for help and he will say,  

      “Here I am.” 

 

Devotion: Throughout the lectionary for this Ash Wednesday, the people are afraid and trying to 

please God to gain His help. God repeatedly tells them what to do but they return to their old ways. 

Isaiah is very clear about what God wants. These aren’t simple one-time actions. The call to “break 

every yoke” is huge and takes time, effort and courage.  

 

In order to do this, we have to first know what injustices exist, who the victims are and how we can 

help. We have to be willing to take a hard look at often uncomfortable truths. Then we have to take 

action to overcome these evils. Not hiding from kin and risking relationships can be the hardest part, 

but God will be with us. God tells us to speak out and take action. Anything less separates us from 

God. 

 

Prayer: Heavenly Father, I pray for the strength and wisdom necessary to bring justice to 

all your children and follow the example of your Son, Jesus. Amen.  

 

 



Thursday, 2/23  

Judy Grantham, Moderator of Presbyterian Women 

Scripture: Psalm 51 

 

“Create in me a clean heart, O God, 

and put a new and right spirit within me.” (Psalm 51:10) 

 

Devotion: The Bible is full of directives on how to live a faith-filled and obedient life as a child of God. 

There are the admonitions such as “Thou shall not steal” (Ex.20:15) and “Keep your tongue from evil” (Ps. 

34:13). There are the directives including “love one another” (Jn. 13:34) and “bear one another's burdens” 

(Gal. 6:2). But David, the psalmist, knew that he had fallen far short of God’s expectations: 

 

“For I know my transgressions, 

and my sin is ever before me. 

Against you, you alone, have I sinned, 

and done what is evil in your sight.” (vss.3-4) 

 

Assured of God’s steadfast love and abundant mercy he pleads to have God forgive his transgressions 

and “Create in me a clean heart, O God. And put a new and right spirit within me.“ (vs:10) He says, “Purge 

me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow.” (vs.7) 

 

When I was in seminary, I had to write a paper on Calvin’s theology of sin. Calvin had a huge 

vocabulary and used it very effectively to explain his concept of the total depravity of humankind. After 

a couple of hours of research in the library I walked out into a beautiful spring day. I was devastated, 

feeling like I had no right to walk on God’s green grass or breathe God’s fresh air because of my 

desperate sinfulness. It took a while to remember that I am a beloved child of God and blessedly 

benefit from the same love and mercy David expressed so confidently. The new heart created in me 

will renew my spirit over and over again. My joy in God’s salvation is the joy of living in unity with God, 

with Christ and with all of God’s blessed and redeemed children. 

 
Prayer: Loving and merciful God, put a new and right a spirit within me to joyfully 

embrace your intentions for me. Lead me in faithful obedience as your beloved child. 

Amen. 

 

 

Friday, 2/24 

Paul Urian, Elder and Recording Clerk of Session 

Scripture: Psalm 148 

 

Devotion: I love being outdoors. Cold windy days wake up my spirit. Hot sweaty days expel my 

impurities. My inner tensions are released. My daily walks on the trails at Hopkins Pond and Croft 

Farm never end without feeling gratitude to the Lord. Yet we hear in Psalm 148:7-14 that we are called 

to “let all creatures on earth praise the Lord. The earth and the heavens are the sum of all creation.” 

And the Creator is even more glorious than the Creation. 

 

Upon reflecting on this psalm I now recognize that I tend to see God in a small transactional way in 

nature let alone in life in general. I see the elusive Blue Heron in a tributary to the Cooper River and I 

think “Wow, that’s cool, God” and then move on to the next moment that I see something that 

pleases or intrigues me. Instead I should be in awe of the sum of his creations, how it all comes 



together. It’s truly amazing, and all of us have a role to play in preserving God’s creation. I am 

rethinking mine. 

 

Prayer: 

God of all creation,  

At the beginning of time 

You placed a single mandate on humankind -  

To be stewards of your creation 

To replenish and nurture through all generations 

What you have made. 

Turn us from our unmindfulness about your creation. 

Help our touch be light 

Help us renew the world that supports us 

So we may once more know creation 

As it was in the beginning 

 

 

Saturday, 2/25  

Lindsay Sommers 

Scripture: Psalms 43; 149, 31; 143, 51; Deuteronomy 7:17-26; Titus 3:1-15; John 1:43-51; Isaiah 58 1-

12; Matthew 18: 1-7 (from The Message Bible) 

 

Devotion: We all have times in our lives that we have disagreements. But because in those times, we 

may feel alone and angry, the Bible tells us to rely on God. We learn that in following Jesus’s example 

and putting the situation in His hands, it becomes easier to handle. I feel that this is something that, as 

we get older, we must relearn. When we are children, we tend to have an innocent blind faith and are 

easily able to let things go. In this week’s verses, God tells us that we must go back to that child-like 

faith. Time and time again we need to be reminded that is not our responsibility to be right (especially 

in an argument) but it is our responsibility as Christians to give it to God to solve and meet it with 

love. We need to remember that God will take care of the enemies as long as we put our faith in Him. 
 

Prayer: Lord, Help us to approach the difficult times in our lives with love and 

compassion. Help us to remember to give glory to you in times of struggle. Amen 

 

 

2/26 – First Sunday of Lent 

Rev. Nikki Perrine Passante, Associate Pastor 

Scripture: Mark 2:18-22 

 

And no one puts new wine into old wineskins; otherwise, the wine will burst the skins, and the wine is lost, and 

so are the skins; but one puts new wine into fresh wineskins (v. 22). 

 

Devotion: Wholeness does not consist in removing a present source of travail; it demands a complete 

transformation of the person’s attitude to life, which in turn is an outward sign of a transfigured 

personality.  

 

This is one way to understand Jesus’ saying about not putting old wine into new wineskins. Said 

another way: You can’t use yesterday’s software to fix today’s problems. It doesn’t work. It literally 

never works. 



You cannot do the same thing over and over and expect different results. It doesn’t compute.  

 

As I heard Tony Campolo preach once: Big difference between Christ being with us and Christ being in us. 

 

The pain has a purpose. Can you allow Christ to absorb out of you the dark side of humanity?  

 

Prayer: Living Lord, reveal to me the things I need to release to You. Open up our 

opinionated heads, and our defensive bodies. Help us not to be conformed to everyone 

else’s thoughts and opinions, and to patterns of this world; but to be transformed by the 

renewing of our minds.* Amen.  

     *Romans 12:2 

 

Monday, 2/27 

Rev. Dr. Marvin Lindsay, Senior Pastor and Head of Staff 

Scripture Reading: Psalm 119:73–80; 145 

 

“I know, O Lord, that your judgments are right, and that in faithfulness you have humbled me. Let your 

steadfast love become my comfort according to your promise to your servant” (Ps. 119:75-6).  

 

Devotion: I was in a workshop about the Enneagram, a system of human personality typing. It 

appeared that I was a type three. The basic desire of Enneagram threes is to feel valuable and 

worthwhile, and their basic fear is feeling worthless. The presenter said, “I hate to break this to you, 

but the only way threes can grow is to fail.” 

 

Funny thing is, I attended this workshop right before going through an extremely difficult period in my 

life. Nothing I did seemed to work. Looking back, I can accept the stumbling blocks and sabotage I 

experienced as God humbling me. I had to learn in my heart and not just in my mind that we are saved 

by God’s grace, not by good works. We are human beings, not human doings.  

 

Prayer: I am no longer my own but yours. 
Put me to what you will, 

rank me with whom you will; 

put me to doing, 

put me to suffering; 

let me be employed for you, 

or laid aside for you, 

exalted for you, 

or brought low for you; 

let me be full, 

let me be empty, 

let me have all things, 

let me have nothing: 

I freely and wholeheartedly yield all things 

to your pleasure and disposal. 

And now, glorious and blessed God, 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 

you are mine and I am yours. So be it. 

And the covenant now made on earth, let it be ratified in heaven. 

   The Methodist Covenant Prayer 



Tuesday, 2/28  

Janet Shoemaker, Deacon 

Scripture: Psalm 91:1-16 

 

Devotion: This psalm is a teaching and wisdom psalm that assures us that God’s protection from 

harm and danger is reliable.  

 

As I read this Psalm I think of memorable very good times and very bad times in my life. My 

relationship with my faith was at the forefront of my responses. I prayed to God, thanking Him for His 

presence and asking for His direction. He was there, He was holding me up, giving me strength. He 

gives us all support and love. The protection and hope that He gives comes from our relationship with 

God. Relationships with our family of believers enhances His protection. Positive relationships with 

church family help us to grow and move forward.  

 

God promises his love and protection, let Him be your refuge in good and bad time.  

 

Prayer: Dear God, we give thanks for your refuge and protection. Amen 

 

 

Wednesday, 3/1  

Peter Leibensperger, Minister of Music 

Scripture: Psalm 147:1–11 

 

Devotion: Did you know that the word “sing” appears in the scriptures over 400 times, and at least 

50 of those instances are commands? But why? This passage declares that it is both pleasant and fitting 

to praise God. In other words, we should sing because God’s glory compels us, but also because it 

benefits us! When we sing God’s praise, we are filled with the Holy Spirit and we feel God’s pleasure. 

Studies have shown that singing relieves stress, stimulates the immune response, increases your pain 

threshold, improves lung function, enhances memory in people with dementia, helps with grief, and 

more. So, let’s start the day right! Try singing this prayer as taken from the final verse of “The King of 
Love My Shepherd Is”: 

 

Prayer: “And so through all the 

length of days, thy goodness faileth 

never; Good Shepherd, may I sing 

thy praise within thy house 

forever.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Combined children’s and youth choirs, 

Feb. 5, 2023 



Thursday, 3/2  

Blair Samartino, Luke Wackes, Logan Wolschina, members of the 2022-23 Confirmation Class 

Scripture: Isaiah 35:4  

 

Be strong, do not fear; your God will come, he will come with vengeance; with divine retribution he will come to 

save you. 

 

Devotion: You can trust that God is with you and will guide you even when you don’t know it. To us, 

it means that when I might feel alone, I’m not.  

 

When faced with a challenge or hard decision, don’t always choose the safer route. Put your trust in 

what you believe in, knowing you’re not alone. 

 

Prayer: Dear God, please help me put my trust in you and accept you are here to guide 

me. Amen 

 

 

Friday, 3/3 

Rebeca Silva De Foote 

Scripture: Psalm 121: A song of ascents. 

 
1 I lift up my eyes to the mountains— 

  where does my help come from? 
2 My help comes from the Lord, 

  the Maker of heaven and earth. 
3 He will not let your foot slip— 

  he who watches over you will not slumber; 
4 indeed, he who watches over Israel 

  will neither slumber nor sleep. 
5 The Lord watches over you— 
  the Lord is your shade at your right hand; 
6 the sun will not harm you by day, 

  nor the moon by night. 
7 The Lord will keep you from all harm— 

  he will watch over your life; 
8 the Lord will watch over your coming and going 

  both now and forevermore. 

 

Bob Marley and the Wailers: Night Shift 

The sun shall not smite I by day 

Nor the moon by night, no 

And everything that I do 

Shall be up full and right 

 

Devotion: When my family goes on road trips, we often listen to music in the car. One of our 

favorite activities is to play DJ with the Bluetooth in the car with each of us taking turns and putting on 

our favorite songs. We have very eclectic tastes and will listen to country music, heavy metal, salsa and 

rap music all in the same hour!  

 



This Psalm is a song that God’s people sung as they traveled 

together to Jerusalem. However, they were not singing just 

to pass the time away. They were singing with a much bigger 

purpose. Psalm 121 invites us to remember that God is a 

constant and powerful source of help to us as we walk 

through this life of ours. When considering some of the 

great followers of God who faced great and even terrible 

challenges, it is humbling to read about the depth of their 

faith and the confidence they had in God to protect them.  

So when we feel challenged by the complexities of our lives 

this Psalm reminds us that the Maker of heaven and earth is 

our constant guardian watching over us now and 

forevermore.  

 

 

 

 

 

Saturday, 3/4  

Caroline Yount, Elder and Chair of the Mission and Outreach Committee 

Scripture: John 4:1-26 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Horace Pippin, “Christ and the Woman of Samaria.” Barnes Foundation, used with permission 
 

Devotion: This verse finds Jesus meeting and having a conversation with a Samaritan woman at a well. 

It is a familiar passage to most of us and we understand the unnamed woman's excitement in sharing 



her realization with others that Jesus was offering “living water” or salvation. But also let us see the 

radical love and acceptance that led Jesus to have a conversation with this woman in the first place. 

The woman, seen to be a social outcast given the time of the day that she was collecting water, 

questioned why Jesus, a person she clearly identified as Jewish, would ask her for water when the 

Jewish and Samaritan people of that time did not share such things. She goes on to ask him even more 

hard-hitting questions and he answers them. They converse as equals and listen to one another. 

  

Let us take the role of both Jesus and the woman in the passage—meeting and conversing with those 

unfamiliar and perhaps even somewhat uncomfortable to us, but still having open hearts and minds that 

can hear a message of revelatory forgiveness and everlasting love. 

  

The accompanying image of “Christ and the Woman of Samaria” was painted by Horace Pippin in 1940 

and is now in the collection of the Barnes Foundation. In Pippin’s composition, the museum presents 

that “the protagonists’ candid confrontation and the clash between the fuchsia sky and the darkened 

tree line are daringly modern.” I would welcome a trip to Philadelphia to see this painting in person 

and talk about the significance of the Bible passage. I hope you will consider joining me. 
 

Prayer: Dear God, help us to remember that Jesus wants us to welcome others and bring 

together those who are divided. We are called to serve Jesus by contributing to the well-

being of the most vulnerable in all societies. Help us to be mindful of your great love each 
day and show that love to others in all that we say and do. Help us to work for justice and 

peace, and sustain and strengthen us as we strive to follow the example of your Son, Jesus 

Christ. Amen.  

 

 

3/5 – Second Sunday in Lent 

Paul Urian 

Scripture: Psalm 32 

 

Devotion: Scholars characterize Psalm 32 as a liturgical dialogue with God. It’s a grateful testimony of 

joy for God’s gift of forgiveness towards those who, with integrity, confess their sins to God and are 

receptive to God’s rule in their life. 

 

The opening verse of Psalm 32 is what jumps out to me: "Blessed is he whose transgressions are 

forgiven, whose sins are covered.” Until recently I thought forgiveness was something God gave to me 

and once granted all should be right in the world. But it wasn’t. Hmmm! Had God failed me? Did I 

blow the confession? Nope. I have come to realize that in fact God’s forgiveness simply gives me license to 

forgive myself for my transgressions. I am the one who gets in the way of feeling forgiven. Not God. 

How is it that God could forgive me yet I still could not forgive myself? To paraphrase the professor 

and author Brené Brown, “owning our story and loving ourselves throughout the process of forgiving 

ourselves is the bravest thing we will ever do.” I believe it is a true requirement for feeling forgiven.  

 

Let’s pray: Dear Lord, Help me find the courage to let go of who I think I’m supposed to 

be so that I can fully embrace my authentic self—the imperfect, creative, vulnerable, 

powerful, broken and beautiful person that I am. 

 

 

 

 



Monday, 3/6 

Bud Miller  

Scripture: Psalm 121 

 

Devotion: Psalm 121 is about the assurances of and confidence in God’s constant care and protection 

for those who believe in Him. Each verse in this song tells us that God is always with us and that we 

can be confident of His everlasting love for us. This psalm is a wonderful passage to memorize as a 

daily reminder of God’s greatness. 

 

Prayer: Lord, we know that you ae always with us, surrounding us with your love and 

protection. We thank you and we praise you for being our everlasting protector. 

 

 

Tuesday, 3/7 

Trish Adkins 

Scripture: Jeremiah 2:32 

 

Can a girl forget her ornament, or a bride forget her attire? Yet my people have forgotten me, days 

without number.  

 

Devotion: My son forgot his soccer goalie gloves, once. Nicholas still played goalie and made save 

after save. But he said it was hard—the ball kept threatening to slip from his sweaty hands. Once it did 

slip—right into the goal, scoring a point for the other team. Nicholas was devastated. He’ll never 

forget that missed save.  

 

And I know he’ll do his best to remember his goalie gloves the next time.  

 

But how many times do each of us forget the Lord? How many times have I felt all alone when I’ve 

been preparing for a stressful meeting or desperately searching for the next word to write or 

overwhelmed with simple things like chores or hard things like parenting teenagers? How many times 
have I forgotten that I am not alone and my Lord is right there waiting for me? 

 

I am sure the answer to that is days without number.  

 

But the good news is that the Lord is still there, even when I’ve forgotten. And when we seek Him, we 

find ourselves with less sweaty hands, able to make saves in our day, with the Lord supporting us and 

guiding us.  

 

Prayer: Dear God, During this season of Lent, help us to remember You. Help us to come 

to all the games of our day, with you in our hands, our hearts and our minds. Amen.  

 

 

Wednesday, 3/8 

Nikki Passante 

Scripture: John 5:1-8 

 

One man was there who had been ill for thirty-eight years. When Jesus saw him lying there and knew that he 

had been there a long time, he said to him, “Do you want to be made well?” (v.5-6) 

 



Devotion: What a question Jesus asks the man who’d been ill thirty-eight years! There are unlimited 

types and kinds of illnesses: physical, emotional, spiritual, relational, and psychological; both real, and 

imagined. Healing is on offer, whether manifested in this life or the next is the mystery. The question in 

the Word remains for us all: Do you want to be made well? Is there something that is making you ill? 

Can you name it? Will you?  

 

For those of you who have been afflicted for 38 years, or for what feels like 38 years, what does it feel 

like when Jesus asks you, “Do you want to be made well?” 

 

What do you want to say to Him? 

 

Let us therefore approach the throne of grace with boldness, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to 

help in time of need. Hebrews 4:16  

 

Respond to Christ now in prayer: Silently or aloud, make yourself comfortable and say 

whatever you like to God in prayer—freely and without reserve. There is no judgment in 

revealing yourself to God’s self. Afterwards, sit in silence and gratitude for these moments of 

intentional connection that you allowed to happen. Amen.  

 

 

Thursday, 3/9 

Anne Vial 

Scripture: Exodus 16:6-8  

 

So Moses and Aaron said to all the Israelites, “In the evening you will know that it was the Lord who brought 

you out of Egypt, and in the morning you will see the glory of the Lord, because he has heard your grumbling 

against him. Who are we, that you should grumble against us?” Moses also said, “You will know that it was the 

Lord when he gives you meat to eat in the evening and all the bread you want in the morning, because he has 

heard your grumbling against him. Who are we? You are not grumbling against us, but against the Lord.” 

 
Devotion: Grumbling…how good I can be at that. The store is out of my kind of bread. Why is there 

so much construction on this road? I don’t understand how there can be so much contention about 

the contents of a library. When will Congress remember the people they serve? Another 

earthquake—how? why? Big issues and small, I often rail against the way things are. And if I was 

wandering in the desert with destination unknown? Think of the complaints then! No wonder Moses 

and Aaron are frustrated. The reminder here is that when I rail against the way things are I’m 

forgetting whose plan this is. And I am forgetting to be grateful. 

 

Prayer: Dear God, When I most want to grumble, help me to pray instead, “Thank you 

for my daily bread.” Amen 

 

 

Friday, 3/10 

Daniel Heimerling, Connor McGovern, Sam Milone, Members of the 2022-23 Confirmation Class 

Scripture: Ephesians 4:29  

 

Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but only what is helpful for building others up 

according to their needs, that it may benefit those who listen. 

 



Devotion: Building others up means to help people in need of help and to bring their spirits up. It 

means understanding their problems and helping them through it. Helping others doesn’t only mean 

listening to them but using your own judgment.  

 

Helping others is a way to make the helper and the helped both feel better. If there is someone who 

needs help crossing the road, you can help them cross, which will make you feel better for helping 

them and them feel better for still living. 

 

Prayer: Dear God, I pray that you help me go and help others. Amen 

 

 

Saturday, 3/11 

Sally O’Brien 

Scripture: Romans 3:19-31 

 

Devotion: Paul is reminding the church in Rome of two things. First God’s grace is for all who believe 

in Jesus, Jew and Gentile. Second there is no one who is without sin, and we are justified by faith alone. 

In other words a right relationship with God cannot be achieved only by what we do, but is a gift of 

grace to us through our faith in Jesus Christ. How wonderful is that! My response to this is “Thank 

You God”! I also think it requires me to try to live my life in a way that follows Jesus’ teachings and 

shows others God’s love, not to earn brownie-points, but in gratitude for what God has given to me. 

So I pray for guidance to know what God’s will is for me each day and the ability to do it.  

 

Prayer: Lord, thank you for your grace and love. Help me to know how to show that love 

to others and give me whatever I need to do your will. Amen. 

 

 

3/12 – Third Sunday in Lent 

Nancy Ruth Wainwright, Director of Children’s Choirs 

Scripture: Psalm 150:1-2  
 

Praise the Lord. Praise God in his sanctuary; praise him in his mighty heavens. Praise him for his acts of power; 

praise him for his surpassing greatness. 

 

Devotion: As a youth in the Presbyterian Church at Tenafly, NJ, I recall memorizing Psalm 23 and 

Psalm 150. Having recited Psalm 23 hundreds of times throughout my life, it flows off my tongue more 

easily. But Psalm 150 is a wonderfully bombastic song of praise, fittingly placed at the close of the book 

of Psalms, and it is filled with the joy of praise.  

 

Let’s remember, in the midst of Lent, to bring our praises everywhere for God’s power and might! 

 

Prayer: Thank you, God for your greatness! Help us call upon you each day to empower 

us. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Monday, 3/13 

Margot Dark, Elder and Chair of the Marketing and Outreach Committee 

Scripture: John 7:14-36 

 

Devotion: Jesus went up to the temple to teach. The 

Jews were astonished at what he knew. Jesus is 

teaching God’s word. He has been “taught” by God, his 

father, not by man.  
 

The passage is teaching us to listen for the word of 

God in everything we do. It may come from surprising 

and unexpected places. 

 

Prayer: Dear God, please help us to learn your 

teachings. Help us to understand your words. 

And what you want us to do. Amen  

Photo: Brian Kutner 
 

 

Tuesday, 3/14 

Trish Adkins 

Scripture: Romans 4:13 

 

For the promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or to his descendants through the 

law but through the righteousness of faith.  

 

Devotion: When I was pregnant with my oldest daughter, I did everything right. I followed all the 

rules on eating and exercise and kept up with all my check-ups. Then, Lily was born at 29 weeks and I 

was so sick—close to death, really—with preeclampsia. We got through it all, even though this voice in 

the back of my head kept harping at me, besieging me with a chorus of “But you followed the rules! 

How did this happen?”  

 

Lily came home from the NICU and again, I did everything right. Breastfeeding, pumping, homemade 

organic baby food, tummy time, reading, playdates and regular check-ups. Then she was diagnosed with 

a brain tumor when she was 14 months old. I told the neurosurgeon the morning of her first brain 

surgery that I did everything right! How did this happen! The rules had duped me and I was furious.  

 

I remember the neurosurgeon saying, “Well, that’s good, but that isn’t how a brain tumor works.” He 

proceeded to explain it all; while I sat there furious that the rules tricked me into believing I could 

control our daughter’s life.  
 

Right after we left his office, we were devastated. But then a doctor who had seen Lily the night before 

walked right into our path and asked if she could pray for us.  

 

And there was the bit I’d missed: faith. In our life challenges—big and small—the rules and laws can 

give us the illusion of control; but in the end it is faith that makes us righteous. It is faith that delivers us 

to the hands of God and feels our hearts with His love, forgiveness and grace.  

 



Prayer: Dear God, As I follow the rules in my life, please help me to remember that I am 

not in control and that through faith I can turn the wheel over to you. Amen.  

 

 

Wednesday, 3/15  

Rachel Davis, Elder and Chair of the Christian Education Committee 

Scripture: Psalm 51:1-12 

 

Devotion: If you are anything like me, you are your own worst critic, replaying mistakes and regrets 

like a painful playlist on repeat. It is important to remember that as humans we are born imperfect and 

therefore will make mistakes. However, there is hope for us still. When we examine our negative self-

talk through the eyes of God, we can notice that our harsh words are not based on truth. Psalm 51:6-

12 reminds us to replace hurtful lies with God’s truth, wisdom, joy, and gladness. By replacing our 

inner voice with the voice of God we will find healing and hope. 

 

Prayer: Creator God, Help me to remember that I am your precious child who is made in 

your image. Teach me to speak to myself as a parent speaks to a child—with gentleness, 

patience, encouragement, and forgiveness. Fill my innermost “secret heart” with your 

loving light. Amen. 

 

(First published in the 2021 Devotional) 

 

 

Thursday, 3/16 

Margaret O’Neil 

Scripture: Ephesians 4:25 

 

Therefore, putting away falsehood, let everyone speak the truth with his neighbor, for we are members of one 

another. 

 
Devotion: In Ephesians, Paul describes leaving our old selves behind and putting on a new self, created 

in the likeness of God. In verses 25-32 he lays out practical steps we need to follow to grow into a 

Christ-filled life. The first of these is to speak the truth, putting away all falsehoods. We live in a world 

full of deceptions. There are the falsehoods we tell ourselves and those we tell each other. The pivotal 

role of truthfulness is not simply a matter of personal virtue, but an integral part of living in Christian 

community “for we are members of one another.” 

 

Prayer: Lord, As we navigate a world which seems increasingly complex and frightening, 

help us to see through the falsehoods in ourselves and our world that separate us from 

you and from each other.  

 

 

Friday, 3/17 

Tina Edmonston 

Scripture: Exodus 3:16 – 4:12 

 

God promises to Moses to finally bring his people from their life of oppression in Egypt back to the 

land of their ancestors. 

 



Moses is supposed to be the leader of the people of Israel and is supposed to talk to their elders and 

to the king of Egypt. Difficult conversations! Moses is afraid to act as a messenger of God and says that 

he is not a good public speaker. But God responds powerfully that he is the creator and promises: “I 

will help you speak and I will teach you what to say.” 

 

Many of us have been afraid of difficult conversations or have been hesitant to take leadership roles. I 

am hoping that God, our creator, will help us say and do whatever he wants and be his messengers. 

 

Prayer: 

Creator God, You empowered Moses to be your messenger even though he was 

intimidated. Please help me find the words that you want me to say in difficult 

conversations or situations. In Jesus’ name I pray. Amen 

 

 

Saturday, 3/18 

Debra Nussbaum 

Scripture: Jerimiah 13:1-11 

 

Devotion: When I was asked to write a devotion for this day, I found the assigned passage from 

Jeremiah (a book probably written in 500 or 600 B.C. by a priest and prophet) had implications for 

today. In a story about a linen belt God makes the point that we are not to worship other “gods.” God 

singles out those who “follow the stubbornness of their hearts and go after other gods to serve and 

worship them.” 

  

Today, many of us get caught in the trap of “worshipping” or taking advice from Hollywood and 

internet celebrities, from political figures, from sports stars and from those who seem to be living lives 

filled with glamour. God gives us so much advice in Scripture that applies to our lives today that we 

shouldn’t need to seek wisdom about how to live our lives from other sources. Of course it’s fun to 

read and see the lives of others. But that should be in the category of entertainment, not where we get 

advice on the decisions we make about our families, faith, identity and friends.  
 

God’s words about forgiveness, not worrying, trusting, not being fearful, honesty, hospitality, joy, 

humility and the ups and downs of human existence can sustain us much better than the fleeting words 

of who is in vogue at the moment. 

 

I enjoy scrolling through Instagram and seeing beautiful people and places, puppies and kittens, family 

members and friends and sports stars. But that’s fun, not serious guidance about how to live everyday 

life and how to overcome so many challenges we all face. 

 

When we listen to God, we get a richer and more grounded approach to daily living. It’s not always 

easy, we can’t always reach that high bar, but it’s a goal worth pursuing.  

 

God urges us not to create other gods. He knows that those gods will only disappoint us in the end. 

 

Prayer: Lord, help me not get caught up in the worship of shiny objects and fleeting 

trends. Remind me to trust You. In Jesus’ name. Amen 

 

 

 



3/19 – Fourth Sunday in Lent 

Nancy Ruth Wainwright 

Scripture: Psalm 150:3-6  

 

Praise him with the sounding of the trumpet, praise him with the harp and lyre, praise him with tambourine and 

dancing, praise him with strings and flute, praise him with the clash of cymbals, praise him with resounding 

cymbals. Let everything that has breath praise the Lord. Praise the Lord! 

 

Devotion: “Praise the Lord” is the meaning of “Hallelujah.” This psalm is one gigantic Hallelujah! Think 

of the “Hallelujah Chorus” from Handel’s “Messiah,” complete with orchestra and huge chorus. Now 

add dancers and lots of cymbals. That is Psalm 150. Read it with expression, dance around, sing 

“Hallelujah” to whatever tune you like. You are praising God! 

 

Prayer: Hallelujah! Thank you, God, for all you’ve created, for all you’ve given, and 

especially for your love. Hallelujah! Amen. 

 

 

Monday, 3/20 

Avery Gallager, Nate Grabowski, Stella Heimerling, Members of the 2022-23 Confirmation Class 

Scripture: Psalm 118:1-8  

 

Happy are those whose way is blameless, who walk in the law of the Lord. Happy are those who keep his 

decrees, who seek him with their whole heart. 

 

Devotion: This passage calls us as Christians to obey God’s laws. It calls us to be kind and grateful in 

God’s eyes. It calls us to be good to others. If you live life without blaming and keep God’s laws and 

decrees, you shall live happy.  

 

Prayer: God, Father Almighty, we praise you because you are the ultimate superior. We 

struggle to be kind and we constantly go against our scripture. Thank you for teaching us 
your ways of kindness and blamelessness. Help us to stay kind and blameless so we may 

live in your glory forever. Amen 

 

 

Tuesday, 3/21 

Janet Haynes Lehman 

Scripture: Psalm 25:1, 4-5,21  

 

In you, Lord my God, I put my trust…my hope, Lord, is in You. 

 

Devotion: As in many places in both the Old and New Testaments, this psalm reminds me that I am 

being watched over and cared for. It comforts me in troubling times and times I question “why?” Why 

are my friends suffering? Why is the world in such turmoil? It reminds me to put my trust in God’s 

hands. But it also calls me to seek God’s ways—and then in the New Testament, Jesus’s ways—to 

learn and conduct my life accordingly, to work toward the greater good. 

 

Prayer: Lord, help me to put my trust and hope in You, even when it is difficult, and to 

remember that it is your time, not mine, that determines the earthly clock. 

 



Wednesday, 3/22 

Jill and Tony Mascena 

Scripture: Romans 8:1-11 

 

Therefore there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus, because through Christ Jesus the law 

of the Spirit of, I’ve set me free from the law of sin and death. For what the law was powerless to do in that it 

was weakened by the sinful nature. God did by sending His own Son in the likeness of sinful man to be a sin 

offering. And so he condemned sin in sinful man in order that the righteous requirements of the law might be 

fully met in us; who do not live according to the sinful nature but according to the Spirit. 

 

Those who live according to their sinful nature have their minds set on what that nature desires; but those who 

live in accordance with the Spirit have their minds set on what the Spirit desires. The mind of sinful man is 

death, but the mind controlled by the Spirit is life and peace; the sinful mind is hostile to God. It does not 

submit to God’s law, nor can it do so. Those controlled by the sinful nature cannot please God 

 

You, however, are controlled not by the sinful nature but by the Spirit, if the Spirit of God lives in us. And if 

anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he does not belong to Christ. But if Christ is in you, your body is dead 

because of sin, yet your spirit is a because of righteousness. And if the Spirit of him who raised Christ from the 

dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through his Spirit, who lives in you. (New International Bible) 

 

Devotion: When we were younger and trying to figure out what we wanted to be when we grew 

up…our lives revolved around how to make that happen… 

 

Focusing on ourselves will never reveal our life’s purpose. Life is about letting God use us for His 

purposes and how great life is when we do that! We saw everything in a different way and over the 

decades were surprised at how often we still had to make the decision to do that.  

 

There is a stickie on our kitchen cabinet reminding us to “Let go—Let God” and how special it is when 

we do and the outcome is beyond anything we could have thought up.  

 
God was thinking of us long before we ever thought about Him. His purpose predates our conception 

without our input! 

 

Life is about letting God lead us out into the open…about becoming what God created us to be. Every 

believer has the Spirit of God dwelling in him.  

 

Are we addicted to being busy?  

 

Do we try to always fix it ourselves?  

 

God does what we really can’t do….and if we leave it to Him instead of being busy trying to take care 

of things ourselves without looking to Him, we quickly see because of experience being busy that we 

have forgotten again…. 

 

Let go—Let God and we thank Him for still loving us anyway! 

 

How big is your God? 

 

Prayer: Dear God, Help us to let go, to trust in you. Amen 



Thursday, 3/23 

Scripture: Psalm 27 
 

4 One thing I asked of the Lord; 

  this I seek: 

to live in the house of the Lord 

  all the days of my life, 

to behold the beauty of the Lord, 

  and to inquire in his temple. 
5 For he will hide me in his shelter 

  in the day of trouble; 

he will conceal me under the cover of his tent; 

  he will set me high on a rock. 

 

Prayer: Help me to remember that I am 

dwelling in your shelter all the days of my 

life. Amen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Friday, 3/24 

Karen Andres 

Scripture: Psalm 148:7-13 
 

7 Praise the Lord from the earth, 

  you great sea creatures and all ocean depths, 
8 lightning and hail, snow and clouds, 

  stormy winds that do his bidding, 
9 you mountains and all hills, 

  fruit trees and all cedars, 
10 wild animals and all cattle, 

  small creatures and flying birds, 
11 kings of the earth and all nations, 

  you princes and all rulers on earth, 
12 young men and women, 

  old men and children. 
13 Let them praise the name of the Lord, 

  for his name alone is exalted; 

  his splendor is above the earth and the heavens.  

 

Devotion: I always knew there was a God because of all that Psalm 148 calls to mind. The land 

animals, the birds, the sea creatures were not an accident, they are part of God’s creation plan. Just 

looking at all the colorful birds in my backyard as they sing, interact, fly, build nests, I know there is a 

master creator. Considering all the fish in the waters that interact and relate to each other in the 

depths of the seas to a sparkling brook, God had to have been involved. Thinking about all the land 



animals from my finicky dog to the majestic African elephant, God’s plan is intricate and interactive. I 

find that belief in God is easy.  

 

But the praising part became particularly hard for me when on June 24, 2021, my husband passed away. 

Over these past months everything I believed and trusted in went into a tailspin. As I searched for the 

“whys” of my husband’s death, I randomly came across one of the classic Buddhist teachings that 

describes eight worldly dharmas. One is that the opposites pain and pleasure are not concrete. We make 

them up in reaction to what happens to us in this world. As I considered that in light of what Jesus 

teaches us, I realized I would not feel such pain if I hadn’t had the pleasure of meeting, knowing and 

spending time with the man who became my husband. If God hadn’t placed my husband in my life, I 

wouldn’t feel such pain now. And yet I wouldn’t want to give up even one moment of time spent with my 

husband, even knowing the pain I now suffer. In addition, I believe God’s promise that because we are 

God’s children, my husband and I will be together in eternity. There is no better reason to praise God. 

 

I need to remember to praise God in the valleys and from the mountaintops. Nothing on earth is 

permanent except for God’s love and promises. I have to remember to praise God not just for the 

pleasures but also for the pain because one is meaningless without the other.  

 

Prayer: Dear God, Help me see the plans you have for me and help me remember that as 

your child, your love and promises will sustain and keep me. Thank you for being with me 

always and for putting others in my life to help and comfort me as I continue my life 

journey and for surrounding me with this incredible creation called earth. Amen. 

 

 

Saturday, 3/25 

Anne Vial 

Scripture: Psalm 126 

 

Devotion: We’re a good way through the church’s most somber season, but today’s psalm reminds 

us that there are reasons to fill our mouths with laughter and our tongues with joy. Having a good 
sense of humor is like a superpower. It’s a kind of Teflon to life’s sticky challenges and 

disappointments. Isaiah certainly didn’t have Teflon in mind, but he, too, reminds us of an invincibility 

God’s protection provides: “When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and through the 

rivers, they shall not overwhelm you; when you walk through fire you shall not be burned, and the 

flame shall not consume you” (Isaiah 43:2). It’s ridiculous. Laughable even. Indeed—praise be! 

 

Prayer: Dear God, let our hearts be full of joy and our mouths full of laughter; and let that 

be a shield that allows us to walk through the darkest of days. Amen 

 

(First published in the Lenten devotional of 2022) 

 

 

3/26 – Fifth Sunday in Lent 

Tina Edmonston 

Scripture: Psalm 91 

 

Devotion: God is our refuge during these scary times, and we can trust him. War, earthquakes, mass 

shootings – we need shelters, shields and hiding places. We need someone who takes us under their 

wing and who provides a restful spot of shade. God is offering us an amazing deal. If we chose him as 



our refuge, love him, acknowledge his name and call on him, he promises to rescue us, protect us, 

answer us and show us his salvation. 

 

Prayer: Awesome God, You are powerful when we are frightened and there is so much in 

this world to be afraid of. Please take us under your wings, make us feel safe and show us 

your salvation. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen 

 

 

Monday, 3/27 and Tuesday, 3/28 

Anne Vial 

Scripture: John 9:1-34 

 

Devotion: These verses are about righteous disbelief preventing understanding. The Pharisees won’t 

give in to a new way of looking at things. They say to the man who is no longer blind: “Give glory to 

God! We know that this man [Jesus] is a sinner.” The man’s response is straightforward and focused 

on direct knowledge: “I do not know whether he is a sinner. One thing I do know, that though I was 

blind, now I see.” To this man, the theological/political fight the Pharisees are engaged in is beside the 

point. The authority we think we have, the self-righteousness we use to justify ourselves, may be 

causing our own inability to see—or do—God’s work in the world.  

 

Prayer: Dear God, Forgive me when I overthink or get too wrapped up in rules. Help me 

see. Amen 

 

 

Wednesday, 3/29 

Debra Nussbaum 

Scripture: Psalm 51:1-17 

  

Devotion: My study Bible says this is a Psalm of David where, after David commits adultery with 

Bathsheba, he cries out to God to have mercy on him according to God’s unfailing love. Later in the 
psalm (verse 10) he asks the Lord to “create in me a pure heart, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit 

within me.” 

  

Lent is a beautiful time of reflection, redemption and forgiveness. It’s a time to ask God to forgive us 

for the times we forget to honor Him and seek His wisdom in all things. It’s a wonderful time of 

renewal for all of us, if we take the time to look at Scripture during Lent and to renew our 

commitment to our Christian walk. 

  

We know that God has infinite love for us and wants us to give that love to all, including the least of 

us. God never leaves us or forsakes us. David praises God and seeks not only to be forgiven, but 

pledges to do better. 

  

About 15 years ago, my father and I had cross words over email and didn’t communicate for a year. 

Then, at the same time, we reached out to each other and apologized and moved on. I thank God so 

much for His example of forgiveness that’s helped me forgive others and showed me how to ask for 

forgiveness when I’ve been wrong. 

  



Prayer: Dear Lord, We thank You for always forgiving us when we fail and for renewing 

our spirit. Help us make this Lenten season a time of renewal and a time when we 

remember to praise You and come to You in all things. 

 

 

Thursday, 3/30 

Scripture: Psalm 102 
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I am like a desert owl of the wilderness, 

  like a little owl of the waste places. 
I lie awake; 

  I am like a lonely bird on the housetop. 

 

 

Friday, 3/31 

Nikki Passante 

Scripture: John 11:1-27 

 

Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life…. Do you believe this?” (v. 25) 

She said to him, “Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming into the world” 

(v. 27). 

 

Devotion: I Love This! Martha dodges the question!  

 

Jesus says I am resurrection. I am life. It's that simple.  

 

The name of Jesus alone has power.  

  

Prayer: God, during this Lenten season, reveal to me the places where resurrection and 

life are both happening and needed; and direct my energies, my love, and all my 

compassion to those I discover on these paths. Amen.  

https://pixabay.com/users/publicdomainimages-327722/?utm_source=link-attribution&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=image&utm_content=386929
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Saturday, 4/1 

Anne Vial 

Scripture: Lamentations 3:55-57 

 
55 I called on your name, O LORD, 

  from the depths of the pit; 
56 you heard my plea, “Do not close your ear 

  to my cry for help, but give me relief!” 
57 You came near when I called on you; 

  you said, “Do not fear!” 

 

Devotion: The book of Lamentations continually expresses cries for help, accompanied by cries for 

God’s vengeance. What a turn Jesus makes to forgiveness! Holy Week is nothing if not an upended 

applecart. There is much to lament in the world at large and in our personal worlds. Do not fear! 

God’s vengeance comes where no one expects it—in the form of love and forgiveness. 

 

Prayer: Dear God, keep me ever mindful that my logic and desires are not always yours. 

Also help me remember not to fear despite the dark days to come. Amen 

 

 

4/2 – Palm Sunday 

Debra Nussbaum 

Scripture: Matthew 21: 1-11 

 

Devotion: My NIV Study Bible asks the question of why Jesus chooses to ride into Jerusalem in this 

procession with the crowds yelling, “Hosanna to the Son of David, Blessed is he who comes in the 

name of the Lord, Hosanna in the highest!” Why bring this attention to Jesus and proclaim him as 

Lord? Surely, they knew it was dangerous. 

 

But Jesus needed to “make a statement,” my Bible says. He had conquered sickness, death and sin. It 
was time for a “triumphal entry” like the generals and soldiers who paraded when they had conquered 

their enemies. 

 

Jesus was bold and wants us to be bold as well. He wants us to be humble, loving and gentle, but also 

BOLD in proclaiming our faith. He wants us to trust in Him and proudly live as Christians and more 

importantly provide a witness of kindness, tolerance and love towards those we agree with and those 

we struggle to love. 

 

It is not easy these days to proclaim our faith. Going to church is no longer the norm in our society.  

But as the song says, "we must show we are Christians by our love." We must fight the good fight to help 

those who are in need all over the world and do so as we proclaim our faith in the Lord. Just as Jesus and 

his followers marched boldly, we too must march with courage to make our world a better place. 

 

What more appropriate time to affirm that commitment than on Palm Sunday? Hosanna. Blessed is he 

who comes in the name of the Lord. 

 

Prayer: Dear Lord, Help us to be the witnesses you want us to be in this world and not be 

afraid to act on our faith. Help us remember each day that YOU are our guiding light in 

all situations. In Jesus name. Amen. 



Monday, 4/3 

Scripture: Isaiah 42:1-4 

 
1Here is my servant, whom I uphold, 

  my chosen, in whom my soul delights; 

I have put my spirit upon him; 

  he will bring forth justice to the nations. 
2 He will not cry out or lift up his voice 

  or make it heard in the street; 
3 a bruised reed he will not break, 

  and a dimly burning wick he will not quench; 

  he will faithfully bring forth justice. 
4 He will not grow faint or be crushed 

  until he has established justice in the earth, 

  and the coastlands wait for his teaching. 

 

Devotion: God upholds the servants God has chosen. Aware that those teaching justice will weaken 

and occasionally dim, God is nevertheless confident that the servant, Isaiah in this case, will not be 

crushed. While justice is called for even to the ends of the earth, God’s servant carries on. 

 

Prayer: Dear God, we will grow weary toiling for love and justice in this world. Thank you 

for continuing to delight in your bruised servants. Amen. 

 

 

Tuesday, 4/4  

Carol Carty, Stephen Ministry Leader 

Scripture: Psalm 121:5 and 6  

 

The Lord watches over you,  

The Lord is your shade at your right hand; 
the sun will not harm you by day.  

nor the moon by night. 

 

Devotion: Sometimes it may be difficult to believe that God is protecting the inhabitants of this fragile 

Earth from sunrise to the moon's setting every day while disasters are raging all over the world. In 

spite of these doubts, Psalm 121, and especially verses 5 and 6, give me assurance that our heavenly 

Father will never abandon us both now and forever. 

 

Prayer: From sunrise to the moon’s setting, Lord, we are grateful. Amen 

 

 

Wednesday, 4/5 

Rebecca Bryan 

Scripture: John 12:27 (Jesus speaks of his death): “Now my soul is troubled. And what should I say— ‘God, 

save me from this hour’? No, it is for this reason that I have come to this hour.”  

 

Devotion: Fr. Richard Rohr says that God comes to us…as our life! And I think this scripture allows 

for how that plays out. Who among us hasn’t faced something dreadful? Maybe that we thought we 

didn’t have the fortitude to endure? This scripture shows us that Jesus, the very “blueprint” for a 



Christian life, dreaded what was coming and yearned for another way. I imagine he took a deep breath 

with a long exhale, before he accepted his life exactly as it was, rather than the way he wished it could 

be. He trusted God enough to walk the path before him. We waste so much energy re-hashing the 

past and worrying about the future; it is an act of faith to accept our lives as they are, and to then seek 

the gift of wisdom that comes from lived experience.  

 

Prayer: Gracious God, Quiet our busy minds, dispel any denial or resentment, dispel our 

anxiety about our uncertain future. Help us to rest in the certainty of you. Remind us 

again of how you show up as our very lives, so we can let go and let You. Amen. 

 

(First published in the 2021 Devotional) 

 

 

4/6 – Maundy Thursday 

Scripture: John13:2-7 

 
2 And during supper 3 Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into his hands and that he had come 

from God and was going to God, 4 got up from supper, took off his outer robe, and tied a towel around himself. 
5 Then he poured water into a basin and began to wash the disciples’ feet and to wipe them with the towel that 

was tied around him. 6 He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord, are you going to wash my feet?” 7 Jesus 

answered, “You do not know now what I am doing, but later you will understand.” 

 

 
 

Prayer: Dear God, Let us accept being served by your son so that we might become 

servants. Amen 

 

 

4/7 GOOD FRIDAY  

Anne Vial 

Scripture: John 18:1-19:42 

 

Devotion: We’ve arrived at the ugliest part of Jesus’ story. There is a darkness to the whole of Lent. We 

began with ashes that remind us of our mortality, our humanness. Throughout the season, we couldn’t 

escape how many ways there are to mess up. Just last night we heard again the poignant and heartbreaking 



story of the last gathering of Jesus and his best friends, who still can’t grasp the situation. Today, even 

Peter the Rock fails in crucial moments. And today we stand with the mob. All around us is the brutal and 

terrifying violence of the crowd. Human beings, especially in groups, have a seemingly endless capacity for 

cruelty. I am one of the mob. Maybe I stand shyly to the side, but where is my attempt to hold back the 

ugliness? To yell “Stop!” before it is too late? Sunday is coming. We know that. But for today, sitting in the 

darkness is a good reminder that we are not immune from our humanity just because we hang a cross 

around our necks. I must ask if my certainties, my passions, my self-righteousness, my complacencies feed 

injustice or prevent it. Like Peter I will fail. Today, I think about that.  

 

Prayer: Dear God, With the promise of Sunday’s Easter message within reach, let me 

never forget what came before. Help me see clearly the worst of the failings Jesus came 

to redeem and therefore the enormity of that redemption. Amen. 

 

(First published in the 2021 Devotional) 

 

 

Saturday, 4/8  

Tina Edmonston 

Scripture: Mark 12:28-34, The Great Commandment 

 

Devotion: Jesus teaches us how to live and he boils it down to two most important rules. It is all 

about love! 

 

Love God with all your heart, all your soul, all your mind and all your strength. 

Love your neighbor as yourself. 

 

That all sounds warm and fuzzy and certainly easier to remember than 613 laws in the Old Testament. 

Is it easy to do? I don’t think so. Am I able to center my emotions, my intellect and my energy so fully 

on God? Am I able to love my neighbors as much as I love myself even though they are different, and I 

may not fully understand them? I can only try, every day. I believe that if we all try this, we will 
experience the kingdom of God here on earth. 

 

Prayer: Dear God, Thank you for sending your son Jesus who is explaining difficult things 

in ways I can understand. Please help me live in the way he taught us. Thank you for 

allowing me to repent and to start over (and over, and over) when I fail. And thank you 

for the hope of your kingdom on earth and in heaven. Amen 

 

 

4/9 EASTER SUNDAY 

Marvin Lindsay 

Scripture Reading: Psalm 93 

 

“The Lord is king; he is robed in majesty; the Lord is robed; he is girded with strength” (Psalm 93:1).  

 

Devotion: Honestly, when I first read this psalm my mind seized on the word “robe,” and then it 

went to my old plaid bathrobe I’ve owned for decades now. I imagine that God in heaven has a better 

robe to wear than mine! 

 



Some wag once observed that Mary Magdalene mistook the resurrected Jesus for the gardener 

because once Jesus got untangled from his burial shroud, he had no clothes to wear, so he sneaked 

into the gardener’s shed and borrowed a pair of overalls. When you don’t have a bathrobe handy, you 

make do! 

 

When the Word of God became flesh, it was as if he robed himself in a human body to conceal his 

divine majesty. Now that he is raised from the dead, his body reveals his divine majesty, for he lives in a 

body that will never again suffer, or feel pain, or die.  

 

So whether you’re eight years old and have scrapes and bruises on your knees, or 48 and your knees 

are feeling the first effects of arthritis, or 78 and you’re on your second knee replacement, believe that 

in Christ, God has promised to give our bodies a kind of healing and restoration that lasts forever. The 

same promise is for those whose bodies have been torn apart by bullets, or are underfed, or violated. 

Easter is the Good News that God saves the whole person, body and soul, from sin and from death. 

 

Prayer: Dear God, thank you for my body. I am fearfully and wonderfully made! When I 

am tired, or sick, or in danger, give rest, healing, and protection to my body. And when I 

take my last breath, may I do so in the faith that I will rise, just as my Lord and Savior 

rose on Easter Sunday. I will be with him, robed in majesty forever! Amen. 
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CHRIST IS RISEN! HE IS RISEN INDEED!  
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Lent and Holy Week at First Presbyterian 
 

Ash Wednesday – February 22 

Ash Wednesday Worship 12 noon in the Chapel  

 

Drive-through Imposition of Ashes 12:30-1:30 p.m. 

(Enter driveway by the playground) 

 

Palm Sunday – April 2 

Worship at 10 a.m. in person and live streamed: www.haddonfieldpres.org/watchlive 

 

Maundy Thursday – April 6 

Worship at 7:00 p.m. with Communion 

In person and live streamed: www.haddonfieldpres.org/watchlive 

 

Good Friday – April 7 

Ecumenical Worship – The Seven Last Words of Christ from 12-3 p.m. 

Haddonfield United Methodist Church, 29 Warwick Rd. Haddonfield 

 

Easter – April 9 

Worship at 10 a.m. in person and live streamed: www.haddonfieldpres.org/watchlive 
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